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Addison County Regional Planning Commission 
14 Seminary Street   Middlebury, VT 05753   www.acrpc.org     Phone: 802.388.3141  Fax: 

802.388.0038 

 
 

TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, August 19
th

, 2015 

 

Will Sipsey, the Chair, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  

 

Members present:  

  

 Addison:  Jeff Nelson, Vice Chair  

 Bristol:   Peter Grant 

 Bridport: Andrew Manning 

 Cornwall: 

 Ferrisburgh:  Bob McNary  

 Goshen: 

 Leicester: Diane Benware 

 Lincoln: Will Sipsey, Chair 

 Middlebury: Kathleen Ramsay, Alternate 

 Monkton:  Thea Gaudette 

 New Haven:  

 Orwell:  
 Panton: Eben Markowski 

 Ripton: Jonathan Heppell, Alternate 

 Salisbury:  
 Shoreham: Karen Shackett 

 Starksboro: Jan McCleery 

 Vergennes: 

 Waltham: 

 Weybridge: 

 Whiting:  

 

Staff:  Josh Donabedian 

   

Minutes  

 

Will opens meeting by requesting a motion on the minutes. 

 

**On a motion by […..] and seconded by [….], the minutes of the June 17, 2015 meeting of the 

TAC were unanimously approved. It was noted that Josh still has no clue how to spell Jan’s last 

name and that it is spelled with two “c’s”.  

Note: Josh has made the correction to both the June and May minutes. 

 

Transportation Updates from Josh 

 

http://www.acrpc.org/
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State Rail Plan: Josh gave overview of what is going on with State Rail Plan Update and 

provided TAC basic outline of the Draft Rail Plan and key points related to Addison County.  

Note: VTrans will be accepting public comments on the Draft Plan through September 

15; comments can be submitted to costa.pappis@vermont.gov. Josh is happy to submit 

formal comment on behalf of TAC. 

 

TAC Meetings & VT Open Meeting Law Requirements: upon request of the TAC, Josh confirmed 

that the law DOES apply to RPC’s and their subcommittees; the law requires the following: 

 Notice 

o “The time and place of all regular meetings "shall be clearly designated by statute, 

charter, regulation, ordinance, bylaw, resolution or other determining authority of 

the public body and this information shall be available to any person upon 

request." 1 V.S.A. § 312(c)(1). 

o The time, place and purpose of a special meeting shall be “publicly announced” at 

least 24 hours before the meeting. 1 V.S.A. § 312(c)(2). 

 Publicly announced means that notice is given to an editor, publisher, or 

news director of a newspaper or radio station serving the area of the State 

in which the public body has jurisdiction, and to any person who has 

requested to be notified of special meetings. 1 V.S.A. § 310(4). 

 Agenda 

o An agenda must be created and posted in advance of every regular or special 

meeting. 1 V.S.A. § 312(d).  

o At least 48 hours in advance of a regular meeting, and at least 24 hours in advance 

of a special meeting, an agenda must be posted in or near the municipal office and 

in at least two other designated public places in the municipality. 1 V.S.A. § 

312(d).  

o In addition, the public body must post the agendas of regular and special meetings 

to an official website, if one exists that is maintained or has been designated as the 

official website. 1 V.S.A. § 312(d).  

o An item may only be added or removed from a meeting agenda as the first order 

of business at the meeting. 1 V.S.A. § 312(d)(3)(A).  

o Other adjustments to an agenda may be made at any time during the meeting. 1 

V.S.A. § 312(d)(3)(B). 

 Minutes 

o Meeting Minutes must be taken at every public meeting and must include at least 

the members present, active participants, motions made, and votes taken. 1 V.S.A. 

§ 312(b)(1).  

o Five days after the meeting, minutes must be available for inspection and must be 

posted to a website, if one exists, that is maintained or has been designated as the 

official website. 1 V.S.A. § 312(b)(2). 

 

mailto:costa.pappis@vermont.gov
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Note: Kathleen offered Middlebury as one public location for posting notices as required; Peter 

suggested the Addison Independent and local Front Porch Forum newsletters as additional 

options 

 

Route 22A Paving: Josh was very pleased to announce that, in response to the TAC’s strong 

encouragement, the portion of 22A between Addison 4-corners and Bridport Town Line Road 

has been added to VTrans’ summer 2015 District Paving list. Josh noted that he received no 

formal notice of this, but rather discovered that it had been added via the new VTransparency 

website; Josh to follow-up on WHEN this project is scheduled to be completed 

 

VTransparency Demo: in lieu of a virtual demonstration, Josh provided a description of the 

VTransparency website, noting that it is easy to use and very helpful for staying up to date on 

current and future paving, bridge, maintenance, and general construction project information 

 http://vtransparency.vermont.gov/# 

 

Other Updates: Josh announced that, as of August 12, VTrans has begun accepting applications 

for the Transportation Alternatives Program; provided brief overview of program and eligible 

activities; noted that Shoreham, Starksboro and Panton all plan to submit applications for salt 

shed construction under the “environmental mitigation activity” category 

 Note: Vergennes has since expressed interest in submitting application for salt shed 

funding as well 

 More information, including 2015 application and application guide, available here: 

http://vtransengineering.vermont.gov/bureaus/mab/local-projects/transportation-

alternatives 

 VTrans strongly encourages applicants to work with ACRPC and Josh is happy to 

provide as much assistance as needed. 

 Deadline: applications due in-hand or by email by 1:00pm on Friday, October 16, 2015 

to Scott Robertson, scott.robertson@vermont.gov. 

 

Middlebury Rail Tunnel: Peter inquired as to status of the Middlebury Rail Tunnel project; 

TAC shared what we know and brief discussion followed; consensus among TAC that it is 

important for Middlebury to take into account the needs and desires of other towns along the 

railroad, that enough is enough and it is time for the project to move forward. 

 

TAC Study Grant Application Review 

 

 Bristol—Josh explained why Bristol’s application was withdrawn from the pool of 

applicants; Bristol Town Administrator Therese Kirby, who submitted the application, is 

aware of and supports the decision 

 Middlebury—speaking on behalf of Middlebury, Kathleen Ramsay provided overview of 

application and explained that the funding would be used to hire an engineering 

http://vtransparency.vermont.gov/
http://vtransengineering.vermont.gov/bureaus/mab/local-projects/transportation-alternatives
http://vtransengineering.vermont.gov/bureaus/mab/local-projects/transportation-alternatives
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consultant to identify lower-cost solutions for bank stabilization on Creek Road and 

provide cost estimates for conceptual plans and alternatives 

 ACTR—speaking on behalf of ACTR, Kathleen Ramsay provided overview of 

application and explained that funding would be used to hire a consultant to evaluate the 

best configuration for the permanent relocation of its transit hub away from Merchant’s 

Row 

o Bob McNary had a couple questions regarding the application and discussion 

followed 

 ACRPC—noting that she was stepping out of her TAC delegate role and speaking with 

her “RPC hat on”, Thea Gaudette spoke on behalf of ACRPC and provided overview of 

application and explained that the Transportation Section of the ACRPC Regional Plan 

expires on May 14
th

, 2016 and an update is required by law. TAC funding would be used 

to hire a consultant to work with Josh on the update. 

o General discussion followed and Jeff Nelson expressed strong support for this 

based upon previous experience 

 

**Upon no further question or comments, Jeff Nelson moved that the TAC approve all three 

applications as presented and discussed; motion seconded by Jan McCleery (note: Josh finally 

gets it right!). 

 Prior  to vote, Bob McNary expressed his desire to hear more in person re: ACTR 

application; discussion followed 

 Thea Gaudette proposed to break up the original motion into three separate votes; no 

objection from Jeff and Jan 

 

**Middlebury application: no further discussion regarding Middlebury’s request; TAC 

unanimously approves Middlebury’s application, with Kathleen Ramsay abstaining. 

 

**ACTR application: no further discussion regarding ACTR’s request; TAC votes to approve 

ACTR’s application, with 10 in favor (yea’s) and 2 opposed (nay’s). 

 

**ACRPC application: no further discussion regarding ACRPC’s request; TAC unanimously 

approves ACRPC’s application, with Thea Gaudette abstaining 

 

Member Forum 

 

 Thea Gaudette: Monkton has been approved for relocating their Park & Ride and two 

year extension on funding to get construction completed; new location is what is 

currently the gravel lot immediately west of Monkton Central School 

 Bob McNary: inquired as to what happened to Ripton project from 2014 TAC study 

applications; TAC noted that Kevin Russell & Paul Gillies completed the report 
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 Jeff Nelson: regarding 22A truck traffic, wondered how TAC can go about getting 

updated data from what currently is in the Regional Plan; thinks an update is needed and 

would be worthwhile 

o Bob noted that we need to identify the number of trucks and what they are hauling 

o Other general discussion on the topic 

 Peter Grant: Route 116 for first ¼ mile south of Daniel’s Corner a little wavey 

 Karen Shackett: Shoreham Planning Commission meeting on September 9 regarding 

update of Town Plan and intends to look into ACTR commuter bus service to/from 

Shoreham; believes the demand exists to support this, especially considering the new 

health clinic, a potential 20-unit PUD and another potential development by ACCT 

 Jan McCleery: regarding new town garage and salt shed, Starksboro Garage Committee 

busily working to establish preliminary list of potential bidders on the project;  

 Diane Benware: Leicester will be watching closely to see what Middlebury TAC study 

yields regarding how to address the issues on Creek Road 

 Kathleen Ramsay: provided updates on the various projects going on in Middlebury 

o Seymour Street/Pulp Mill Bridge Road sidewalk project 

o Application submitted to VTrans Bike/Ped Grant Program for 3
rd

 segment of 

Exchange Street sidewalk project 

o Printers Alley project 

o South Street Traffic Calming Study-project awarded to DuBois & King  

 Andrew Manning: construction of Bridport culverts on Route 125 east and west at or near 

completion; thought that was good and interesting timing in light of the Ripton culvert 

report; they are both great improvements over previous culverts. 

 Eben Markowski: for an unexplained reason, State wouldn’t and hasn’t released funds for 

paving project and wondered if any other towns experienced the same problem; Panton 

has “hands in the air” wondering what has happened and why 

 Will: Lincoln bridge project nearing completion, but not without a key setback; about a 

week behind schedule, with no official announcement from VTrans, due to (1) weather 

conditions during concrete pouring and (2) now misalignment w/ precastings; delays may 

take project into second week of school, which is not desirable 

 All others passed 

 

 

Other Business 
 

 September TAC agenda item: invite Bill Finger and/or VTrans representative to discuss 

Middlebury Rail Tunnel Project with TAC 

 Bob McNary-concerned about visibility of bicyclists during dawn/dusk hours when 

visibility is challenging; need to buy more reflective gear for safety concerns 

 

Adjourn: Thea Gaudette motioned to adjourn, seconded by Peter Grant; motion unanimously 

approved. Meeting adjourned at 8:20pm. 


